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In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1 .97, the Applicant filed an information disclosure statement on March 11, 2004 prior to filing the 
Appeal Brief. The information disclosure statement has been considered and filed on record for purposes of appeal. A copy is 
attached hereto for the Applicant's record. 
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The identification of any reference is not intended to be, and should not be understood as being, an admission that such publication, in fact, 
constitutes 'prior art" within the meaning of applicable law since, for example, a given reference may have a later effective date than first seems apparent or 
the reference may have an effective date which can be antedated. The •prior art - status of any reference is a matter to be resolved during prosecution. 
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